Ultrastructure of secretory ameloblasts in the house musk shrew, Suncus murinus, Insectivora.
Tooth germs from neonatal house musk shrews, Suncus murinus, were used for the study. The tooth morphogenesis was compared electron microscopically to that of Primates. In the tooth germ at the bell stage, the ameloblast was 3 x 50 microns in size, columnar in shape and had several tubular-type Golgi apparatus which were at the distal end of the cell. Most mitochondria were noted at the proximal end of ameloblasts. Tomes' processes were 1 micron in width, protruded 10 microns from the ameloblast and had many dense bodies and two kinds of vesicles. They were morphologically different from human ameloblasts and enamel rods.